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AGENDA ITEM NO. 
 
TRAFFORD COUNCIL 
 
THE LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE – 26TH FEBRUARY 2015 
 
REPORT OF THE HEAD OF PUBLIC PROTECTION 
 
REPORT REF. NO.  
 
APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE –  
BETTER BUYS, 24-26 MOSS ROAD, STRETFORD, MANCHESTER, M32 0AH 
 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To advise Members of an application for the Grant of a premises licence for Better Buys, 24-26 
Moss Road, Stretford, Manchester, M32 0AH which has attracted representations from both 
Greater Manchester Police and Trafford Council Trading Standards and Licensing Enforcement. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
The Sub-Committee to take such steps as they consider necessary for the promotion of the 
Licensing Objectives in accordance with the provisions of subsection  18(4) of the Licensing Act 
2003. 
 
 
Iain Veitch   
Head of Public Protection    
 
   Further Information From: 
   Name:        Jan Taylor 
            Licensing Officer 
   Extension: 4047   
 
Proper Officer for the purposes of L.G.A 1972,S.100D 
(background papers): Head of Public Protection 
 
Appendices: 
Appendix A – Application and Operating Schedule (including layout of premises) 
Appendix B – Site location plan 
Appendix C -  Email to Licensing from Finance to identify outstanding maintenance fees. 
Appendix D – Companies House listing for A A Gabol as Dissolved 05.11.2013. 
Appendix E -  Lapsed Licence - PL000289 –Better Buys  - previously held by A A Gabol 
Appendix F – Service Request to Enforcement for Site Visit 
Appendix G – Representation from Greater Manchester Police 
 Addendum 1 – Statement – Detective Constable James Weatherhead 
 Addendum 2 – Statement – Detective Constable Paul Yates 
Appendix H – Representation from Trafford Council Trading Standards and Licensing 

Enforcement 
 Addendum 1 – Statement & Exhibits – Sally Edwards, Trading Standards Officer 
 Addendum 2 – Statement & Exhibits – Donna Grey, Enforcement Support Officer 
Appendix I – Extract of Secretary of States’ Guidance: Crime & Disorder 
Appendix J – Extract of Trafford Council Licensing Policy 2011–2014: Crime & Disorder 
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1. Background 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.1  The premises known as Better Buys at 24-26 Moss Road, Stretford is a 
commercial premises and traded as an off licence having the benefit of Premises 
Licence PL000289 (Appendix E). 

 
1.2 On 8th January, 2015, the Licensing section received an email from Trafford 

Finance and Benefits section advising of non-payment of annual maintenance 
fees (Appendix C). 

 
1.3 Finance advised that the premises licence holder, a company known as A A 

Gabol, was listed at companies house as being dissolved.  (Appendix D). 
 
1.4 When a business holding a premises licence goes into liquidation, the premises 

licence will remain open for a period of 28 days before it is lapsed and the property 
becomes unlicensed. 

 
1.5 The dissolution of A A Gabol occurred on 5th November, 2013 and no application 

had been received by Licensing to transfer the premises licence. 
 
1.7 The premises had been carrying on trading in licensable activities without the 

benefit of a premises licence since that date. 
 
1.6 A service request was issued by Licensing to Enforcement officers to visit the 

premises (Appendix F) and confirm who was trading and what licensable 
activities were being carried out if any. 

 
1.7 Donna Grey, Enforcement Officer and Sally Edwards, Trading Standards Officer 

actioned the SRU and visited the premises on 9th January, 2015 and advised Mr 
Waqar Siddiqi to cease trading in alcohol and contact the Mr Stephen Bat at the 
Licensing Section immediately. 

 
 

2.  Application for the Grant of a Premises Licence. 
 
2.1  On 9th January, 2015, the Licensing Section received an application from Mr 

Waqar Siddiqi for the grant of a premises licence for Better Buys, 24-26 Moss 
Road, Stretford, Manchester, M32 0AH.  (Appendix A). 
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2.2 Mr Siddiqi also placed Temporary Event Notices totaling a period of 21 days, the 
total amount allowable for a premises under the Licensing Act 2003. 

 
2.3 The application requests the granting of a premises licence for the Supply of 

Alcohol (OFF) the premises. 
 

2.4 The hours requested for the licensable activities on the application are as follows: 
 
 Sale of Alcohol (OFF premises):  
 Monday to Sunday  :  09.00 – 22.00 
  
2.5 The applicant has complied with all requirements under the application process 

including advertising the application in a newspaper, advertising by way of public 
notice at the premises and submitting a copy of the complete application to all 
Responsible Authorities.  The application is deemed to be correctly submitted. 

 
2.6 The temporary event notice period has now elapsed and therefore no licensable 

activities are allowed at this premises at the current time. 
 
 

3.  Representations 
  

3.1 On 5th February, 2015 a representation was received by the Licensing Section 
from P C Simon Collister, Divisional Licensing Officer, Greater Manchester Police. 
(Appendix G).  

 
3.1.1. The representation contains the statement of Detective Constable James 

Weatherhead (Appendix G Addendum 1)  
 
3.1.2. The representation contains the statement of Detective Constable Paul 

Yates (Appendix G Addendum 2) 
 
3.1.3. The above named officers were in attendance at the premises on 13th 

February, 2015 during a follow-up visit by Trading Standards and 
Enforcement. 

 
3.2 On 6th February, 2015 a representation was received by the Licensing Section 

from Graeme Levy, Public Protection Manager, (Trading Standards), Trafford 
Council (Appendix H).  

 
3.2.1. The representation contains the statement and exhibits of Sally Edwards, 

Trading Standards Officer (Appendix H Addendum 1)  
 
3.2.2. The representation contains the statement and exhibits of Donna Grey, 

Enforcement Support Officer (Appendix H Addendum 2) 
 

3.3  The representations are place against the application under the Licensing 
Objective of Prevention of Crime and Disorder. 

 
3.4 The Members will be required to determine the relevance of the representations.  

When considering the relevance of the representations the Licensing Sub-
Committee must apply three rules: 
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i.     the representation must be from a responsible authority or any other person; 
ii.    it must not be repetitious, vexatious or frivolous; and 
iii.   it must relate to one or more of the licensing objectives. 

 
 

4.  Licensing Objectives 
 

4.1 The licensing objectives are: 
 

 the prevention of crime and disorder; 

 public safety; 

 the prevention of public nuisance; and  

 the protection of children from harm 

4.2 The Committee should have regard to the Council’s own Licensing  Policy relating 
to the licensing objectives and to the Secretary of State’s Guidance.  Extracts of 
the Prevention of Crime and Disorder are attached as Appendices I & J. 
 

 
5.  Options 
 

5.1 The Sub-Committee to take such steps as they consider necessary for the 
promotion of the Licensing Objectives in accordance with the provisions of 
subsection 18(4) of the Licensing Act 2003. The steps specified are: 

 
 5.1.1 To grant the licence subject to- 

 Conditions consistent with the operating schedule accompanying the 

application modified to such extent as the authority considers 

necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives, and; 

 Any mandatory conditions which must be included under the Licensing 

Act 2003 

5.1.2 to exclude from the scope of the licence any of the licensable activities to 
which the application relates; 

 5.1.3 to refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor; 
5.1.4 to reject the application. 

 
5.2 The Sub-Committee is advised that any findings on any issues of fact should be 

on the balance of probability and any decision should be based on the individual 
merits of the application. 

 
 



LA0016/15 –  Better Buys, 24-26 Moss Road, Stretford, Altrincham 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX A1 
 

APPLICATION AND OPERATING SCHEDULE 
(including premises layout) 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Site Location Plan 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Email from Finance regarding  
 

Outstanding Maintenance Fees 
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From: Parkinson, Mary  
Sent: 08 January 2015 14:38 

To: Bate, Stephen 
Subject: 10275860- A A G Gabol Ltd - Invoice 1800202945 

 

Hi Steve, 
 
I am working on a report chasing o/s debt and came across the above account. Per Companies 
House register this company was dissolved 5/11/2013. Please can you check your records and 
let us know who should be invoiced for this licence. 
 
Regards, 
 
Mary Parkinson 
Revenues & Benefits Support Officer 
2nd Floor 
Sale Waterside 
Telephone 0161 912 2227 
Fax  0161 912 2369 
 
Trafford Council is a well performing, low cost council delivering excellent services to make 
Trafford a great place to live, learn, work and relax. 

Visit our newly designed website at www.trafford.gov.uk 
 

http://www.trafford.gov.uk/
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APPENDIX D 
 

Extract –  
Companies House Listing showing  

 
A A Gabol – Dissolved 05.11.2013 
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APPENDIX E 
 
 
 

LAPSED : Premises Licence PL000289 
 

Premises Licence Holder : A A Gabol 
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APPENDIX F 
 

Service Request  
from Licensing to Enforcement  

requesting Site Visit 
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APPENDIX G 
 

Representation from Greater Manchester Police 
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APPENDIX G 
 

ADDENDUM 1 
 

Statement : 
 

Detective Constable James Weatherhead 



LA0016/15 –  Better Buys, 24-26 Moss Road, Stretford, Altrincham 



LA0016/15 –  Better Buys, 24-26 Moss Road, Stretford, Altrincham 



LA0016/15 –  Better Buys, 24-26 Moss Road, Stretford, Altrincham 



LA0016/15 –  Better Buys, 24-26 Moss Road, Stretford, Altrincham 

 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX G 
 

ADDENDUM 2 
 

Statement : 
 

Detective Constable Paul Yates 
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APPENDIX H 
 

Representation from Trafford Council  
 

Trading Standards and Enforcement 
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APPENDIX H 

 
ADDENDUM 1 

 
Statement & Exhibits : 

 

Sally Edwards  

Trading Standards Officer, Trafford Council 
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APPENDIX H 
 

ADDENDUM 2 
 

Statement & Exhibits : 
 

Donna Grey  

Enforcement Support Officer, Trafford Council 
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APPENDIX I 
 

EXTRACT OF SECRETARY OF STATES’ GUIDANCE :  
 

Licensing Objective : Crime and Disorder 
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 EXTRACT : Secretary of States Guidance 
The Licensing Objectives  

Crime and disorder 
2.1 Licensing authorities should look to the police as the main source of advice on crime and 
disorder. They should also seek to involve the local Community Safety Partnership (CSP). 
 
2.2 In the exercise of their functions, licensing authorities should seek to co-operate with the 
Security Industry Authority (“SIA”) as far as possible and consider adding relevant conditions to 
licences where appropriate. The SIA also plays an important role in preventing crime and 
disorder by ensuring that door supervisors are properly licensed and, in partnership with police 
and other agencies, that security companies are not being used as fronts for serious and 
organised criminal activity. This may include making specific enquiries or visiting premises 
through intelligence led operations in conjunction with the police, local authorities and other 
partner agencies. Similarly, the provision of requirements for door supervision may be 
appropriate to ensure that people who are drunk, drug dealers or people carrying firearms do 
not enter the premises and ensuring that the police are kept informed. 
 
2.3 Conditions should be targeted on deterrence and preventing crime and disorder. 
For example, where there is good reason to suppose that disorder may take place, the 
presence of closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras both inside and immediately outside the 
premises can actively deter disorder, nuisance, anti-social behaviour and crime generally. Some 
licence holders may wish to have cameras on their premises for the prevention of crime directed 
against the business itself, its staff, or its customers. But any condition may require a broader 
approach, and it may be appropriate to ensure that the precise location of cameras is set out on 
plans to ensure that certain areas are properly covered and there is no subsequent dispute over 
the terms of the condition. 
 
2.4 The inclusion of radio links and ring-round phone systems should be considered an 
appropriate condition for public houses, bars and nightclubs operating in city and 
town centre leisure areas with a high density of licensed premises. These systems allow 
managers of licensed premises to communicate instantly with the police and facilitate a rapid 
response to any disorder which may be endangering the customers and staff on the premises. 
 
2.5 In the context of crime and disorder and public safety, the preservation of order on premises 
may give rise to genuine concerns about the ability of the management team with responsibility 
for the maintenance of order. This may occur, for example, on premises where there are very 
large numbers of people and alcohol is supplied for consumption, or in premises where there 
are public order problems. 
 
2.6 Conditions relating to the management competency of designated premises supervisors 
should not normally be attached to premises licences. The designated premises supervisor is 
the key person who will usually be responsible for the day to day management of the premises 
by the premises licence holder, including the prevention of disorder. A condition of this kind may 
only be justified as appropriate in rare circumstances where it can be demonstrated that, in the 
circumstances associated with particular premises, poor management competency could give 
rise to issues of crime and disorder and public safety. 
 
2.7 It will normally be the responsibility of the premises licence holder as an employer, and not 
the licensing authority, to ensure that the managers appointed at the premises are competent 
and appropriately trained. However, licensing authorities must ensure that they do not stray 
outside their powers and duties under the 2003 Act. This is important to ensure the portability of 
the personal licence and the offences set out in the 2003 Act and to ensure, for example, that 
the prevention of disorder is in sharp focus for all managers, licence holders and clubs. 
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APPENDIX J 
 

EXTRACT OF TRAFFORD COUNCIL LICENSING POLICY   
 

Licensing Objective : Crime and Disorder 
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EXTRACT :  
Trafford Council – Licensing Policy 2011-2014 – Licensing 
Objectives 
 

6.0 LICENCE OBJECTIVE – THE PREVENTION OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
 
6.1  Trafford Council is committed to further reducing crime and disorder within Trafford and 

helping people feel safe. 
 
6.2  The Council will have particular regard to the likely impact of licensing on related crime 

and disorder in the Borough particularly when considering the location, impact, operation 
and management of all proposed licence/certificate applications, renewals and variations 
of conditions. 

 
6.3  When addressing the issue of crime and disorder, an applicant must demonstrate that 

those factors that impact on crime and disorder have been considered. These specifically 
include:- 
 
• Underage drinking 
• Drunkenness on premises 
• Public drunkenness 
• Drugs 
• Violent behaviour 
• Anti-social behaviour. 

 
6.4 Applicants will be expected to demonstrate in their operating schedule that suitable and 

sufficient measures have been identified and will be implemented and maintained with the 
intention of preventing crime and disorder. Such measures may include: 
 
• The capability of the person who is in charge of the premises during trading hours or 
when Regulated Entertainment is provided to effectively and responsibly manage and 
supervise the premises, including associated open areas 
 
• The steps taken or to be taken to ensure that appropriate instruction, training and 
supervision is given to those employed or engaged in the premises to prevent incidents of 
crime and disorder, and where appropriate any relevant qualifications. 
 
• The measures taken or to be taken to raise staff awareness and discourage and prevent 
the use or supply of illegal drugs on the premises 
• The features currently in place or planned for physical security at the premises, such as 
lighting outside the premises 
 
• Policies adopted to meet appropriate best practice in accordance with existing guidance 
(e.g. Home Office: Selling Alcohol Responsibly, Safer Clubbing, the National Alcohol Harm 
Reduction Strategy Toolkit and other recognised codes of practice, eg. British Beer and 
Pub Association Partnerships Initiative. 
 
• Any appropriate additional measures taken or to be taken for the prevention of violence 
or public disorder. 

 
6.5  In addition, in those circumstances where the applicant has agreed measures to co-

ordinate closing times or to prevent migration between premises with different closing 
times, it would be appropriate to detail such arrangements in the operating schedule. 
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6.6  The extent to which the above matters need to be addressed will be dependent on the 

individual style and characteristics of the premises, proposed events and activities. In 
general, however, the Council will expect more comprehensive measures to be in place at 
late night venues (i.e. premises which remain open to the public after 12.00pm) or in 
premises with a history of crime and disorder issues. 

 
6.7  Where additional measures have been identified as likely to have an impact on the 

prevention of crime and disorder at any premises, the Council would expect applicants to 
detail such measures to be taken in their operating schedules. Such measures may 
include: 
 
• provision of effective CCTV with recording facilities both within and outside certain 
premises 
 
• crime prevention design, including adequate lighting and supervision of car parks 
 
• metal detection and search facilities 
 
• procedures for risk assessing promotions and events such as ‘happy hours’ for the 
potential to cause crime and disorder, and plans for minimising such risks 
 
• measures to prevent the use or supply of illegal drugs 
 
• employment of Security Industry Authority licensed door supervisors and other 
appropriately trained staff 
• participation in an appropriate Pubwatch Scheme or other similar scheme 
 
• promotion of safe drinking 
 
• the control of glass and the provision of plastic containers or toughened glass 
 
• use of radio net system (where available) 
 
• provisions for dealing with prostitution or indecency 
 
• provisions for discouraging drinking in public places in the vicinity of the premises 
 
• policies on dress and music 
 
• appropriate additional staff training. 

 
6.8    All premises applying for licensing beyond 12.00pm must demonstrate that its customers 

will be capable of leaving the area without causing a disruption to local residents or impact 
upon crime and disorder. For example, where appropriate and relevant an assessment of 
the availability of late night transport, and the likely flow of pedestrian traffic away from the 
premises, could be included in the operating schedule. 

 
6.9  The Council will have regard to representations from the Police in deciding whether the 

above issues have been adequately addressed. Where Police representations indicate 
that any matter has not been addressed sufficiently to avoid a potential negative impact on 
crime and disorder, the applicant will be expected to demonstrate that the issues can be 
satisfactorily addressed before the Council will grant an application for a licence or a 
variation of a licence. 
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6.10 Where either prescribed and/or premises-related conditions have not been adhered to in 

the past, the Council will expect applicants to have considered and taken action to rectify 
those issues. Applications are likely to be refused where there are significant outstanding 
issues. 

 
6.11  In respect of premises predominantly supplying take-away food, between the hours of 

11.00pm and 5.00am the Council would need to be satisfied that the supply of alcohol will 
not lead to an increase in crime and disorder or public nuisance in the vicinity of the 
premises. 

 
6.12 The Council will expect licensees of venues likely to be affected by drugs to take all 

reasonable steps to prevent the entry of drugs into licensed premises, to take appropriate 
steps to prevent drugs changing hands within the premises and to take practical measures 
to prevent tragedies as a result of drug misuse. In certain types of premises it may be 
appropriate and relevant for the operating schedule to include measures such as access 
for customers to drug testing kits, particularly for the prevention of drug assisted sexual 
assault, chillout rooms and free water. 

 
6.13 The Council will not use the Licensing Policy to control prices or hinder free and fair 

competition in licensed trade. However, the Council will not support drinks’ promotions that 
encourage the irresponsible consumption of alcohol, and where there is demonstrable 
evidence that certain types of promotion (such as “buy one get one free”, “drink as much 
as you can for a fiver” or time limited price promotions) encourage significant alcohol 
intake within short periods of time (‘binge drinking’), and the Council may consider, where 
relevant representations have been made, imposing special conditions. If such promotions 
are permitted they should be held in accordance with the new mandatory condition which 
prohibits irresponsible promotions – see para. 11.13 Mandatory Conditions. 

 
6.14 Within the operating schedule for premises from which alcohol will be sold, the applicant 

must identify the Designated Premises Supervisor. The Council will normally expect the 
Designated Premises Supervisor to have been given the day to day responsibility for 
running the premises by the holder of the premises licence and, as such, would normally 
expect them to be present on the premises on a frequent and regular basis 

 
6.15 Glass is a major factor in disturbances around licensed premises. At certain types of 

premises if measures were introduced in relation to glass control within the premises, at 
disposal points and to prevent the unauthorised removal of glass from premises, these 
may assist in promoting the licensing objective of preventing crime and disorder. In such 
cases it may be appropriate for applicants to address these issues through their operating 
schedule. 

 
6.16 Whenever any persons are employed at licensed premises to carry out a security activity, it 

will be a condition of licence that all such persons must be licensed with the Security 
Industry Authority. The applicant may consider that certain premises require strict 
supervision for the purpose of promoting the licensing objectives. In such cases, it may be 
appropriate for the applicant to provide details of the security arrangements to be 
employed at the premises. This may then form the basis of an appropriate condition on the 
licence. The absence of such measures in the operating schedule may give rise to a 
relevant representation. 

 
 
6.17 The Council will work closely with the Police to review the licences of premises where a 

Police Closure Notice has been served. 



LA0016/15 –  Better Buys, 24-26 Moss Road, Stretford, Altrincham 

 
6.18 The Council will consider representations from the Police to exercise its powers to 

designate areas where alcohol may not be consumed in a public place to meet the Public 
Safety and Crime and Disorder Objectives 

 
6.19 Local crime prevention strategies will, wherever appropriate and as far as is possible, be 

supported and reflected in conditions attached to premises licences and club premises 
certificates. 

 
Old Trafford 
6.20 It is accepted that the area around the Old Trafford football ground, (home to Manchester 

United Football Club), during match days suffers from crime and disorder problems. 
 
6.21 During the football season there are significant numbers of arrests during football 

operations around Old Trafford. The Police’s experience is that a high percentage of those 
arrested or ejected have consumed alcohol in or near to the ground. Police intelligence 
also strongly indicates the use of licensed premises around the ground by groups involved 
in organised football disorder. 

 
6.22 In recent years the Police along with Manchester United and the Premier League have 

worked in partnership to schedule potentially difficult matches earlier in the day. The 
underlying reason for this policy has been the drive to reduce the scale of alcohol 
consumption prior to kick off. This policy has been viewed as a success, as the levels of 
disorder associated with high risk matches have decreased over the last five years. 

 
6.23 Given the high profile nature of matches at Old Trafford and the links between crime and 

disorder and alcohol consumption the Council believe that the licensing policy should 
reflect the unique circumstances present in the area. Therefore, the Council would expect 
applicants in the Old Trafford area to identify issues that may give rise to crime and 
disorder problems on match days and when major events are held at Old Trafford, and 
where appropriate and relevant to include measures to deal with such issues in their 
operating schedule. 

 
 


